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Medical Subject Headings 
(MeSH)

• Controlled vocabulary
• Opposite:Natural language
• Consistent labeling
• Everyone using the same word to mean the 

same thing
• Ex.  Cute little star of National Velvet?

• PubMed ex. cancer=tumor=neoplasmFrom Boxes and Arrows: From Boxes and Arrows: http://www.boxesandarrows.com/view/what_is_a_controlled_vocabulahttp://www.boxesandarrows.com/view/what_is_a_controlled_vocabularyry__
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From Boxes and Arrows: From Boxes and Arrows: http://www.boxesandarrows.com/view/what_is_a_controlled_vocabulahttp://www.boxesandarrows.com/view/what_is_a_controlled_vocabularyry__

Aside from similar terms, there are broader and narrower terms

Ex. From The Gap stores—different kinds of pants
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Field Tag Searching 
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/bv.fcgi?rid= 

helppubmed.section.pubmedhelp.Search_Field_Descrip
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RSS feeds in RSS feeds in PubMedPubMed
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MyNCBIMyNCBI filtersfilters

Filter toggle



Saving Searches with Saving Searches with MyNCBIMyNCBI



Questions?

Kellie Kaneshiro, kkaneshi@iupui.edu
Beth Whipple, ewhipple@iupui.edu
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